Trinity Presbyterian Church
April 16, 2023 A.D.
Eastertide
Rev. Dr. Murray Joseph Thompson - Pastor

Gathering Music
Welcome & Announcements
Prelude

L: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that | may enter through them and give
thanks to God.

P: This is the day that God has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

L: Christ is risen!

P: Christ is risen indeed!

Call to Confession: L: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith, let us confess our sins
to God this day . . .

In Unison: Eternal God, long suffering and patient, we confess that in our lives
there are many things we have done that we should not, and many things we
have not done that we should. On our own, there is not enough good in us to
overcome these weaknesses. But, through the forgiving grace of your Spirit, and
through the resurrection power of our Lord, your Son, Jesus Christ, we trust in
the strength and renewal beyond our own. Amen.

Pastor: Since then, we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession . . . Let us therefore approach
the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
in time of need. In Him, we are all forgiven. Amen.

*Our Response What a Friend We have in Jesus

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! What a
privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! O what peace we often
forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!



Sharing Our Faith with Our Children
Reception of Confirmand. Grayson McKinley
*Hymn - When Morning Gilds the Skies #487

The Morning Scripture Lessons: Genesis 3:1-13 The Fall

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in
the garden’?”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but
God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or you will die.”

4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. ®“For God knows that
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.”

®When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. ” Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LoRD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. ® But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”

9 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so |
hid.”

1 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that |
commanded you not to eat from?”

12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the
tree, and | ate it.”

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

Genesis 24:13-35

13 See, | am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are
coming out to draw water. *May it be that when | say to a young woman, ‘Please let
down your jar that | may have a drink,” and she says, ‘Drink, and I'll water your camels
too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this | will know that
you have shown kindness to my master.”



15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She
was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother
Nahor. 1 The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She
went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again.

" The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water from your
jar.”

18“Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a
drink.

19 After she had given him a drink, she said, “I'll draw water for your camels too, until
they have had enough to drink.” 2 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran
back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. 2! Without
saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether or not the LORD had
made his journey successful.

22\When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring weighing a
bekal® and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels.l! 2 Then he asked, “Whose
daughter are you? Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend
the night?”

24 She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to
Nahor.” 2% And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for
you to spend the night.”

26 Then the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD, ?’ saying, “Praise be to

the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and
faithfulness to my master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey to the house
of my master’s relatives.”

28 The young woman ran and told her mother’s household about these things. 2° Now
Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the

spring. 3% As soon as he had seen the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s
arms, and had heard Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out to the man
and found him standing by the camels near the spring. 3! “Come, you who are blessed
by the LORD,” he said. “Why are you standing out here? | have prepared the house and
a place for the camels.”

32 S0 the man went to the house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and

fodder were brought for the camels, and water for him and his men to wash their

feet. 33 Then food was set before him, but he said, “I will not eat until | have told you
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what | have to say.” “Then tell us,” Laban said.

3 S0 he said, “l am Abraham'’s servant. ** The LORD has blessed my master
abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver
and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys.

Sermon: Heartburn on the Road to Emmaus

3


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A13-35++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-614a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A13-35++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-614b

*Hymn - How Great Thou Art #467

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings

Offertory

*Doxology (Hymn #592)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him all creatures here
below. Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
*Sending forth and Benediction

*Choral response God be with You Till We Meet Again

God be with you till we meet again, by his counsels guide, uphold you, with
His sheep securely fold you, God be with you till we meet again. Till we
meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; till we meet, till we meet, God
be with you till we meet again.

Postlude
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Liturgist: Wayne Williams

Head Deacons: Michele Steele & Chuck Borland

Rev. Dr. Murray Joseph Thompson Music Director: Pamela Carroll

The flowers today are dedicated to the glory of God in celebration of Stephanie Baines
& Eric Stroup marriage on April 15™, 2023.
Given by: Lewis & Linda Baines
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