TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Worship for January 2, 2022

Gathering Music

Welcome & Announcements
Prelude —

Call to Worship

It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name,
O Most High, to proclaim your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night,

to the music of the ten-stringed lyre

and the melody of the harp.

For you make me glad by your deeds, O Lord ;
| sing for joy at the works of your hands.

How great are your works, O Lord,

how profound your thoughts!

You, O Lord , are exalted forever.

—from Psalm 92:1-5, 8, NIV

Call to Confession
This is the message we have heard
from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
If we claim to have fellowship with him
and yet walk in the darkness,
we lie and do not live out the truth.
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus,
his Son, purifies us from all sin. —1 John 1:5-7, NIV



Prayer of Confession

God of birth, God of joy, God of life,

we come to you as a people hungry for good news.
We have been so dead to miracles

that we have missed the world’s rebirth.

We have preoccupied ourselves with pleasures
and have overlooked the joy you offer us.

We have been so concerned with making a living
that we have missed the life you set among us.
Forgive us, gracious God.

Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your gift;
open our lips and hands to share it with all humanity
in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

Silent Confession
(A time of silence will be observed for personal confession.)

Assurance of Pardon

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life.
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world
to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
—John 3:16-17, NRSV
Our Response He Came Down

He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy,
Hallelujah forevermore.



Sharing Our Faith with Our Children

*Hymn What Child Is This

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through;
the cross be borne for me, for you.
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh,

the babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
come, one and all, to own him.

The King of kings salvation brings;

let loving hearts enthrone him.

Raise, raise the song on high.

The virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,

the babe, the son of Mary!



First Scripture Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-14

"For thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.”
8 See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9 With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the olil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
141 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.



Second Scripture Lesson Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, #just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. ° He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, é to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
"In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight ® he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, °as a plan for
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. ! In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, 2 so that we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. '3 In him you also, when
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;

% this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own

people, to the praise of his glory.

Sermon — Let Us Rejoice, for God Has Come Rev. Jennifer A. Baer



*Hymn Joy to the World

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground,;
he comes to make his blessings flow

far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love.



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory —

*Doxology (Hymn 592)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all
creatures. Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

*Sending Forth and Benediction
*Choral Response Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain:

Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,

behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. [Refrain]

Postlude
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Liturgist: Meryl Davis

Pastor: Rev. Jennifer A. Baer Music Director: Pamela Carroll

The flowers today are dedicated to a Happy and Blessed New Year by
Nancy Thomas.



